BN5  Offering  #21 


SECOND  ANNUAL  MAIL  AUCTION  OF 
BIBLICAL  REFERENCE  COINS  AND  IMPORTANT  BOOKS 


Here's  your  chance  to  obtain  a variety  of  Biblical  coins, 
naming  your  own  price.  Look  over  each  lot  carefully. .. some 
may  sell  for  as  little  as  $15.00  and  as  much  as  $1,000.  or  more. 
The  approximate  value  for  each  coin  is  indicated.  If  you  bid 
within  the  indicated  range  you  will  have  a good  chance  of 
winning  the  lot. . .but  you  may  bid  higher  or  lower  if  you 
wish.  Please  send  in  your  bids  within  a week.  Winners  will 
be  notified  as  soon  as  possible.  Lots  will  be  awarded  at  a 
10%  advance  over  the  second  highest  bid.  Say  you  bid  $75.00 
and  the  second  highest  bid  is  $50.00..  You  will  get  the  coin 
for  only  $50.00  + 10%  = $55.00.  So  don't  be  afraid  of  sending 
generous  bids  for  something  you  really  wantu 


Any  questions?  Call  us  today.  Enjoy  reading  about  these 
fascinating  bronze,  silver  and  gold  Biblical  coins... and  then 
Good  Luck. 


Lot  No.  1.  Coin  Associated  with  the  Apostle  Paul 
Ephesus  was  the  center  of  Paul's  missionary 
efforts  for  three  years.  "What  man  is  there 
that  knoweth  not  how  that  the  city  of  the 
Ephesians  is  a worshipper  of  the  great  goddess 
Diana"  (Acts  19:35-36)  This  silver  tetradrachm 
features  a bee  on  the  obverse,  with  the 
abbreviated  name  of  the  city  "E  0".  A stag  to 
the  right  of  a palm  tree  is  shown  on  the  reverse. 
Babelon,  Traite  II, p. 1104 
Very  Fine  ($550.-  650.) 


co! 


Lot  No.  2.  Rare  Palestinian  Gold  Dinar 

The  Arabs  were  the  first  to  mint  gold  pieces 
in  the  Holy  Land.  The  design  consists 
exclusively  of  Arabic  religious  inscriptions, 
starting  with  "There  is  no  god  but  Allah..." 
This  specimen  was  minted  by  the  Fatimid 
Caliphate  of  Egypt,  Al-Aziz  (975-996  A.D.) 
at  the  Filastin  (Palestine)  mint. 

Miles  84.  Very  Fine. ..  ($145.  - 175.) 


■>:  v 


Lot  No.  3.  She  got  Antony  and  Caesar.. but 
not  Herod!  Cleopatra  VII  (52-30  B.C.)  was 
given  Phoenicia  and  Judea  as  a gift  from 
\A-V‘xV'  Antony  so  that  Herod  the  Great  was  obliged  to 

Ak  lease  his  own  lands  from  the  young  Egyptian 

Sr  r 1 Queen.  But  when  she  sought  to  draw  him  personally 

into  her  net,  Herod  was  clever  enough  to  avoid 
it.  This  bronze  of  Cleopatra  is  most  desirable 
for  its  excellent  portrait.  The  reverse  is  also 
choice,  with  the  ruler's  name  and  title  surrounding  the  royal 

eagle.  Svoronos  1871... Very  Fine. . .definitely  rare  so  choice  

....  ($450  - 525.) 


Nate: 


All  pictures  are  of  the  actual  coins  being  said 


Lot  No.  4 Popular  "Thirty  Pieces  of  Silver"  . Even  though 
the  head  of  a foreign  god  (Melqart)  was  depicted  on  these 
Phoenician  Silver  shekels,  the  ancient  Jews  decided  that 
these  were  the  only  coins  that  could  be  used  to  pay  the 
Temple  Tax!  The  most  popular  coin  in  ancient  Judaea,  it 
was  very  likely  just  such  coins  were  paid  as  the 
”30  Pieces  of  Silver"  (See  Wacks  #6) 

Dated  ZA  (Year  37  = 90/89  BC) 

Struck  on  a nice  large  planchet,  good  style,  well  centered. 

Very  fine  ($425  - 475) 


Lot  No.  6 Most  famous  Jewish  Coin  Here's  a genuine  Jewish  shekel, 
struck  from  melted  shekels  of  Tyre  stored  in  the  Temple 
Treasury.  Issued  in  the  second  year  of  the  disastrous  First 
Revolt  against  mighty  Rome- (67/68  AD).  Obverse:  "Shekel  of  Israel" 
in  ancient  Hebrew,  surrounds  jeweled  chalice.  Date  (Year  Two) 
above.  Reverse:  "Jerusalem  the  Holy"  around  three  budding 
pomegranates.  (Wacks  #65)  Very  Fine ($700.  up) 


Lot  No.  5 Another  Shekel  of  Tyre  Similar  to  above,  but  dated 
TT  Z (Year  87  =40/39  BC)  Sharp  details  in  Melqart 's  hair 
ahd  eagle  feathers.  Minor  spotting 

Choice,  Very  Fine  ....($425  - 475). 


Lot  No.  7 Rarer  than  the  Shekel 


I ! 


The  late  Leo  Kadman  counted  the  known  specimens  of  shekels  and 
other  First  Revolt  rarities  he  could  find  in  museums  and  major 
collections  and  published  the  results  in  1960.  He  located 
150  Year  One  Shekels,  77  Year  Two  Shekels ...  but  only  53 
Year  Four  Bronze  Quarter  Shekels!  Since  that  time  additional 
Shekels  have  been  unearthed  in  hoards,  but  few  of  the  rare 
bronze  Quarters  (Wacks  #77).  This  handsome  specimen  is  well 
centered  on  a large  flan.  Obverse '."Year  Four  - Quarter"  around 
two  bunches  of  branches  (lulav) , symbols  of  the  Jewish  Harvest 
Festival.  Reverse: "For  the  Freedom  of  Zion"  surrounding  citrus 
fruit  (etrog) . Lovely  dark  green  patina.  One  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  this  rarity  we  have  seen. 

Choice  Very  Fine  , rub  on  reverse. . . . ($900  - up) 


Lot  No.  8 "Zion"  Prutah  of  First  Revolt 

The  small  bronze  prutahs  issued  in  the  third  year  of  the  First 
Revolt  (68/69  AD)  were  the  first  Jewish  coins  to  carry  the  word 
"Zion".  Obverse  features  jug,  possibly  representing  a Temple 
vessel.  Reverse  has  a grape-vine  Leaf  and  Hebrew  inscription 
"For  the  Freedom  of  Zion."  (Wacks  #73) 

Very  Good ($12.50  - $15.  ) 


Lot  No.  9 " Tr ibut e P enny1 1 

One  of  the  most  famous  New  Testament  coins,  called  the  "Tribute 
Penny"  for  hundreds  of  years,  actually  the  coin  is  a silver 
denarius  of  the  Emperor  Tiberius  (14-37  AD). See  Handbook  of 
Biblical  Numismatics  Page  19,  coin  #62.  Features  likeness 
of  Roman  Emperor  surrounded  by  his  name  and  title.  Reverse 
depicts  his  infamous  mother  Livia,  surrounded  by  another  of 
Tiberius’  titles  - PONTIF  MAXIM  (High  Priest). 

About  Very  Good ($75.  - $85.00) 


Lot  No.  17  The  Virgin 

Michael  VII,  1071  - 1078  AD.  Silver  Miliaresion  (concave). 
Early  coin  depicting  the  Virgin  standing  with  her  arms 
outstretched  as  if  making  a blessing.  The  emperor,  in  his 
regalia  is  shown  on  the  other  side. 

Fine/Very  Fine  ($325.  - 350.) 


Lot  No.  IB  The  Last  Procurator  Coin 

The  Roman  Procurator  Felix  (52  - 60  AD)  believed  that  he 
might  commit  all  sorts  of  crimes  against  the  people  with 
impunity.  In  his  last  ten  years  in  office,  he  imprisoned 
and  spoke  with  the  Apostle  Paul  (see  Acts  23  and  24) . 

His  rule  lay  the  seeds  for  the  Jewish  Revolt  that  followed 
a half  dozen  years  later.. His  last  bronze  "mite"  was  issued 
in  58/59  AD.  A palm  branch  with  the  name  of  the  Roman  emperor 
Nero  are  featured  (Wacks  #61) 

Nice  Very  Fine  ($22.50  - 27.50) 


Lot  No.  20  An  Exquisite  Masonic  Shekel 

Of  all  the  Masonic  Shekels  this  silver  example  has  to  be  the 
most  beautiful  and  historic.  A burning  censer  chalice  is  on 
the  obverse,  inscribed  "Shekel  of  Israel"  in  modem  Hebrew. 

Mest  interesting,  is  the  additional  legend  that  precisely  dates 
the  piece  to  February  8,  1907!  Reverse  shows  Aaron’s  budding 
rod,  with  modem  Hebrew  legend  "Jerusalem  is  Holy". 

Superb  Extremely  Fine  ($40.  - 50.  ) 


Lot  No.  19  Pair  of  Scarce  Masonic  Shekels 

The  "Mark  Penny"  was  of  ancient  origin,  as  when  Jason  promised 
Medea  on  her  parting  from  him,  to  send  her  the  symbols  of  hos- 
pitality which  should  procure  her  a kind  reception  in  foreign 
countries  (Euripides).  This  custom  was  continued  by  the  modem 
Masons,  with  the  "Mark  Penny"  occasionally  inscribed  with  the 
Shekel  or  other  Biblical  mottos.  These  are  quite  scarce. 

This  lot  consists  of  two  Mark  Pennies,  issued  by  the  La  Punssima 
Chapter  of  Lompoc,  California,  probably  over  50  years  ago. 

The  bronze  features  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  with  two  Seraphim 
(angels)  above,  the  rare  silver  piece  carries  the  Shekel  design. 

Pair,  Fine  Condition  ($20.  - 25.) 


Lot  No.  21  Antiochus  VI  King  of  Syria  (145  - 192  BC) 

This  young  Syrian  King  confirmed  the  Judaean  territories 
of  Jonathan  Maccabeus  and  also  appointed  Jonathan’s  brother 
Simon,  as  military  commander  over  the  district  reaching  to 
the  Egyptian  frontier. 

This  silver  drachm  has  a good  portrait  of  the  young  king 
(shortly  before  his  murder) ;Apollo  is  seated  on  the  reverse. 
Choice  Very  Fine  ( $235.  - $265.) 


Lot  No,  22  Augustus  Caesar 

Of  favorable  disposition  towards  the  Jews,  Augustus  restored  to 
Herod  the  Great  all  the  provinces  which  had  been  given  by  Antony 
to  Cleopatra.  Herod  showed  his  appreciation  by  naming  his 
new  Samarian  capital  "Sebaste"  (Greek  for  Augustus)  and  its 
seaport  "Caesarea^’. 

This  silver  denarius  features  a handsome  portrait  of  Augustus; 
the  interesting  reverse  design  shows  a wild  boar,  with  a spear 
projecting  from  its  side.  RIC  131  Cohen  430  Very  Rare. 

Very  fine. . .(.$435.  up) 


Lot  No.  10  Large  Bronze  of  Herod  the  Great 
Here’s  a really  choice  example  of  an  interesting  coin.  Struck 
in  37  B.C.  by  Herod  - who  killed  his  wife  and  children., 
and  who  rebuilt  the  Temple.  Both  sides  are  perfectly  centered 
and  sharply  struck.  The  obverse  has  a full  clear  inscription 
surrounding  a tripod;  the  reverse  has  a helmet  with  a star 
above  (not  shown  on  this  specimen) . Far  better  than  coin 
illustrated  as  Wacks  #28. 

Choice  Very  Fine ($375.  up) 


Lot  No.  11  Judaea  Capta  Rarity 

One  of  the  rarest  Judaean  Capta  silver  denarii.  Issued  by 
Titus,  who  led  the  destruction  of  the  Jerusalem  Temple  in  70  A.D. 
No  inscription  on  reverse,  shows  emperor  standing  in  triumph  on 
left,  defeated  Jewess  on  right,  Palm  tree  in  between.  Nice 
portrait,  reverse  somewhat  off  center.  Very  rare  and  seldom 
seen!  Nice  Fine ($525.  - $600.  ) 


Lot  No.  12  Another  seldom  seen  Judaea  Capta 

Roman  coins  in  exceptional  condition  are  in  great  demand.  When 
that  superb  Roman  coin  is  also  a Judaea  Capta, such  as  this 
piece,  it  is  doubly  desirable!  Struck  on  a large  flan,  the 
portrait  of  Vespasian  (69-79  AD)  is  in  excellent  style.  Clear 
inscription  reads:  "CAESARVESPASIANVSAVG".  Reverse  shows  Victory 
placing  a shield  on  top  of  a trophy,  a small  figure  of  Judaea 
is  below.  Cohen  552  ...Extremely  Fine. .. ($425.  - $475.) 


Lot  No.  13  Coin  of  the  Tenth  Roman  Legion 

The  Tenth  Legion  Fretensis  made  the  site  of  the  destroyed 
Jerusalem  their  headquarters  after  70  A.D.  Its  symbols  were 
carved  on  walls  of  the  city... and  sometimes  stamped  on  the 
circulating  coins  to  confirm  their  value.  The  Roman  galley 
within  a rectangle  was  counters tamped  on  this  worn  bronze  coin 
to  indicate  that  it  should  still  be  accepted  as  money. 

Rare  and  historic X$135.  - 150.) 


/ 


Lot  No.  14  Inexpensive  Herodian  Lepton 

Bronze  "mite"  struck  in  ancient  Judaea  in  42/43  AD  by  Herod 
Agrippa  I,  who  " stretched  forth  his  hands  to  vex  certain  of 
the  church.  And  he  killed  James,  the  brother  of  John  with 
the  sword.  And... he  proceeded  further  to  take  Peter  also" 

(Acts  12:1-3).  Features  royal  umbrella  surrounded  by  the  name 
of  the  King;  reverse  shows  three  grains  of  barley.  ( Wacks  #37) 

Nice  Fine .($20.  - 25.) 


Lot  No.  15  Same  as  above,  but  in  Good  condition. 

.($10.  $12.50) 


Lot  No.  16  Leo  I,  457-474  A.  D.  Gold  solidus,  Constantinople 
Mint.  Obverse  features  'facing  figure  of  Emperor,  in  armor. 
Reverse  shows  goddess  Victoria  standing,  holding  a long  cross. 
Ratto  241  . Very  Fine,  Weakly  struck  ($185.  - 225.) 


Lot  No.  23  Widow’s  Mite 

Dated  'W  corresponding  to  8/9  AD.  This  small  bronze  "mite" 
could  possibly  have  been  one  of  the  same  type  used  by  the 
famous  widow  in  the  Bible  parable.  One  of  the  first  Judaean 
coins  to  feature  a 7-  branched  palm  tree.  The  reverse  carries 
a grain  of  barley.  An  above  average  specimen  of  Wacks  #43. 
Nice  Fine  ($25.-  30.) 


Lot  No.  24  Coin  of  Tiberias  (Galilee) 

i Famous  hot- springs  resort  founded  by  Herod  Antipas  in  26AD 
and  named  after  Emperor  Tiberius,  struck  in  99/100  AD,  with 
portrait  of  the  Emperor  Trajan.  Reverse  has  standing  City- 
goddess,  holding  rudder  and  comucopiae.BMC- 3 Scarce. 

Fine ($35.  - 50.) 


Lot  No.  25  Scarce  Palestinian  Bronze 

Raised  in  Rome,  Herod  Agrippa  II  eventually  ruled  various  areas 
of  Judaea  for  an  amazing  43  year  period  (50-93  AD).  It  was  this 
Agrippa  who  "said  unto  Paul  almost  thou  pursuadest  me  to  be  a 
Christian"  (Acts  26:28).  This  small  bronze  was  issued  in  the 
latter  years  of  his  reign  (81  AD).  It  has  nice  details,  with  a 
dark  patina.  Features  the  laureate  head  of  the  Emperor  Domitian. 
Nike  stands  on  the  reverse,  inscribing  a shield  resting  on  her 
knee.  Reif.  100,  Meshorer  128. 

About  Very  Fine ($185.  - 235) 


a 


Lot  No.  26  "Jerusalem"  Bronze 

Small  bronze  struck  by  Simon  Bar  Kochba  in  the  third  (and  last) 
year  of  the  Second  Revolt  (134/135  AD).  Very  well  struck. 

Palm  tree  is  surrounded  by  word  "Jerusalem"  in  ancient  Hebrew. 
Reverse  features  bunch  of  grapes,  with  inscription  "For  the 
Deliverance  of  Jerusalem".  Wacks  #93,  scarce. 

Very  Fine ($160.  - 190.) 


Lot  No.  27  Rare  Dated  Denarius  of  Bar  Kochba 

"Simon"  (first  name  of  Bar  Kochba)  within  wreath.  Well  struck 
jug  with  palm  branch  to  the  right;  surrounding  ancient  Hebrew 
inscription  "Year  Two  of  the  Freedom  of  Israel."  Israel  is 
misspelled  "Isarel"!  Meshorer  183  (rated  RARE) 

Extremely  Fine  ...($850.  - up) 

Lot  No.  28  "Temple  Tetradrachm" 

One  of  the  principle  causes  of  the  Bar  Kochba  Revolt  (132-135  AD) 
was  that  the  Emperor  Hadrian  went  back  on  his  promise  to 
rebuild  the  Jewish  Temple  in  Jerusalem.  Thus,  most  of  the 
symbols  on  the  revolutionary  coins  refer  to  the  hope  of 
rebuilding  the  Temple.  The  large  silver  tetradrachms  depict 
the  Holy  of  Holies  of  the  Temple,  with  a star  above 
(referring  to  Bar  Kochba", "The  Son  of  the  Star").  Lulav 
and  ethrog,  symbols  of  the  Harvest  Festival  are  featured 
on  the  other  side.  Wacks  #101 

Extremely  Fine,  but  unevenly  struck  as  usual 

....(.$1800.  up) 


Lot  No.  29  Maccabean  Mite 

Another  candidate  for  the  "Widows’s  Mite."  struck  by  Alexander 
Jannaeus,  103-76  BC.  Ancient  Hebrew  inscription:  "Yehonatan 
the  High  Priest  and  Community  of  the  Jews."  Other  side: double 
comucopiae  with  a poppy  in  between.  Very  high  quality  for 

these  usually  very  crude  pieces.  Choice  VF  somewhat  off  center 

($25. 00  up) 


Lot.  No.  30  Ancient  Stone  Weight 

Whenever  "shekels"  or  other  monetary  amounts  are  mentioned  in  the 
Old  Testament,  what  was  meant  was  a certain  weight  of  silver, 
gold,  etc.  Standards  were  established  as  inscribed  stones-with  flat 
bottoms  and  domed  tops  - which  were  used  to  balance  the  precious 
metal.  All  such  inscribed  stone  weights  are  rare,  and  we  are  4P 

pleased  to  offer  several  pieces,  c.  7th  Century  B.C. 

This  lot  is  8 Gerah  (2/5  of  a Shekel)  weighing  5.39  gm.  Gerah 
signifies  a grain  or  bean.  Excellent  condition. ... ($400. -500) 

Lot  No.  31  Another  Rare  Stone  Weight 

This  Nesef,  c.  7th  Century  B.C.  weighs  8.24  gm.  The  full  ancient 
Hebrew  word  is  spelled  out,  though  it  is  somewhat  indistinct. 

Very  good  condition  {.$500.  - 600.) 

Lot  No.  32  Shekel  Stone  Weight 

The  most  famous  and  desirable  ancient  stone  weight  - the  Shekel, 
denomination,  c.  7th  Century  B.C.  weighing  11.02  gm.  Clear  Shekel 
(#)  symbol.  Very  good  condition ($475.  - 550.) 

Lot  No.  33  First  of  a small  group  of  rare  out  of  print  books 
Madden's  "Coins  of  the  Jews"  Rare  1881  second  edition.  Large 
quarto  size.  Still  an  excellent  standard  reference  of  superb 
scholarship  and  with  hundreds  of  clear  drawings  of  coins. 

Very  Good  condition,  original  binding,  some  scholarly  notes 
handwritten  in  margins.  ($150.  - 175.) 


Lot  No.  34  Kadman's  "Coins  of  Aelia  Capitolina" 

The  first  volume  in  the  indispensable  Corpus  Nummorum  Palaestinensium  series, 
published  in  Israel,  1956.  Features  the  story  of  mighty  Jerusalem,  subjugate! 
by  Rome  after  the  Second  Revolt.  Complete  description  of  the  coins  and 
symbols.  Rare!  Excellent  Condition ($65.  - 85) 

Lot  No.  3 5 Florence  Banks'  "Coins  of  Bible  Days" 

Excellent  overall  study  from  Old  Testament  through  New  Testament.  Clearly 
written,  with  numerous  photographic  illustrations.  Published  in  1957. 

Fine  condition,  few  marginal  notes.  ($30.  - 40.  ) 

Lot  No.  36  Mystery  Lot  of  Leptons 

Take  a chance ! Five  different  genuine  ancient  Judean  bronze  Leptons. 

Several  of  these  are  of  the  type  of  the  "Widow's  Mite."  All  are  over  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  years  old.  You  decide  what  they  are  worth. 

Average  Good  - Very  Good  ($40.  - 60.  ) 

NOTICE:  YOUR  BIDS  MUST  BE  MAILED  WITHIN  10  DAYS  OF  RECEIPT.  BIDS  CAN  BE 

TELEPHONED  TO  (213)  278-9740  IF  YOU  WISH.  PLEASE  INDICATE  YOUR  BNS 
NUMBER.  THANKS! 


BIBLICAL  NUIY1 ISIYIATIC  SOCIETY  9301  UJilshire  Blvd.  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90210 


I wish  to  place  the  fallowing  maximum  bids  in  the  Second  Annual  Biblical  Cain 
and  Book  Sale.  I understand  that  I will  be  awarded  lots  for  less  than  my 
maximum  bid  wherever  possible.  lYly  BNS  number  is  . 

Name  Street  City  State  Zip 


# 

l Description 

Max,  Bid 

Lot  # 

Description 

Bid 

Let  # 

Description 

Bid 

Please  use  extra  paper  if  you  have  additional  bids.  Thank  you. 


